Ramsden Crays Parish Council

Minutes of the Ramsden Crays Parish Council Meeting held on
Monday 13" October 2025

Clirs. Jenkins, Pusey & Cook

ClIrs. Buckley & Ball (Essex County Council)

Emma Beadle — Clerk

4 members of the public

99/2025 Apologies for Absence
Clirs. Kirby, Bailey & Sargent

100/2025 Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 8" September 2025
All agreed. Proposed by Clir. Cook, seconded by Clir. Pusey RESOLVED Signed by CllIr. Jenkins.

101/2025 Declaration of Members Interests
To receive pecuniary or non pecuniary declarations of interest on items on the Agenda.
None

102/2025 Reports from County and Borough Councillors

Essex County Council

Devolution

Proposal has now been adopted and submitted for 3 Unitary Authorities. Wickford, Crays Hill and
Ramsden Bellhouse would be grouped with Chelmsford rather than Basildon. Other options have
been submitted. A decision is expected by March 2026.

Mayoral elections will go ahead next year but other elections are uncertain due to the
reorganisation.

Budget

There will be increases in the budget due to the rise in cost of adult and child social care. Council Tax
may be increased to the maximum of 5% permitted due to the demands on the budget.
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103/2025 Members of the Public
Opportunity for members of the public to comment on agenda items and other matters.

Residents raised concerns prior to the meeting and further described activity that has been taking
place on land behind Barnsfield, Crays Hill. A track has been made in the field and arboriculturists
and surveyors have been accessing the land. Residents are concerned that development may be
being considered on the greenbelt land.

The Parish Council are not aware of any Applications regarding the site but have contacted Planning
to confirm this is correct. The Parish Council advised the residents to monitor any further activity and
notify the Clerk or any Parish Councillor should more activity or access takes place.

A member of the public attended with concerns regarding the Planning Application for 71 houses on
land behind Woolshots Farm. He pointed out the development is contrary to the greenbelt status of
the land, there are highway safety issues as access is on to a 40mph main A road which is extremely

busy at certain times of the day and also constitutes urban sprawl.

This was considered when reviewing the Planning Applications.

104/2025 Planning

25/01127/PIP
Residential development comprising between 5 and 9 residential units — Land Between Crayside
Kennels and Westleigh, Oak Road, Billericay, Essex

The Parish Council AGREED to object to this Application on the grounds that it is overdevelopment of
greenbelt land. There is no public transport provision to the site and poor access to both vehicles
and pedestrians due to Oak Road mainly being a single track lane with no pavements.

25/01163/FULL
Replacement dwellinghouse incorporating front porch. Increase in height of the garage roof, a single
storey outbuilding and landscaping — The Firs, Oak Avenue, Crays Hill, Billericay

The Parish Council AGREED they had no objection to this Application.

25/01151/FULL
Proposed self build replacement dwelling — Treday Manor, Crays Hill, Billericay, Essex

The Parish Council AGREED they had no objection to this Application.

25/01188/0UT

Outline application with all matters reserved except for access and layout for the construction of up
to 71 residential dwellings (50% affordable), surface water drainage basin, new vehicular and
pedestrian accesses from London Road and all associated infrastructure works — Land South of
Woolshots Farm, London Road, Crays Hill, Billericay

The Parish Council AGREED to Object to this Application on the grounds that the proposed site lies
within designated greenbelt land and the application fails to demonstrate special
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circumstances. The development is also proposed on land that is prone to flooding. The
development extends beyond the boundary of Crays Hill therefore contributing to urban sprawl
between Crays Hill, Ramsden Bellhouse and Wickford. There is insufficient road and transport
capacity. Access is on to a busy 40mph A road which operates near or at capacity during peak
periods. The loss of open space would reduce biodiversity and harm the rural character of the area
and such a large development would place additional pressure on local services especially when
considering the large amount of development already proposed along the London Road.

25/01190/0UT

Outline application with all matters reserved except for access and layout for up to 51 residential
dwellings (50% affordable), surface water drainage basin, new vehicular and pedestrian accesses
from London Road, and all associated infrastructure works — Land to the South of London Road,
Crays Hill, Billericay

Decision postponed until next Parish Council Meeting.

25/01278/FULL
Single storey side infill extension — 7 Hope Road, Crays Hill, Billericay, Essex

The Parish Council AGREED they had no objection to this Application.

25/00967/FULL
Retrospective change of use of land to residential use including the regularisation of existing
dwelling and siting of an existing mobile home — Five Oaks, Gardiners Lane North, Billericay, Essex

The Parish Council AGREED they had no objection to this Application.

25/01307/FULL
Retrospective single storey side and rear extension to the existing petrol station sales kiosk —
Summerhill Garage, Southend Arterial Road, Basildon, Essex

The Parish Council AGREED they had no objection to this Application.

105/2025 Remembrance Sunday Preparations — Sunday 9" November 2025

Clerk has purchased wreath and contacted Mr Bowman to cut back any overgrown shrubbery on the
route to the War Memorial. Clerk has drafted Order of Service for printing and prepared Risk
Assessment. Clir. Kirby has confirmed Mike Tricker is available to preside at the service. Clir. Bailey
has kindly agreed to provide refreshments at the Shepherd & Dog following the service. RESOLVED

106/2025 Autumn Newsletter Printing & Distribution

ClIr. Jenkins has prepared the Autumn newsletter which has been forwarded to the printers. This
will be distributed to residents as soon as they are received. RESOLVED
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107/2025 Donation to Essex & Herts Air Ambulance

The Parish Council AGREED to make the annual £100 donation to Essex & Herts Air Ambulance.
RESOLVED

108/2025 Finance

(a) Expenditure to Consider

Parish Clerk Salary for September 2025 - Chg. No. | £466.49
£442.00 259
Purchase of Wreath - £24.49

Prime Klenz Cleaning of bus shelters for Chg. No.
September 2025 260 £90

Essex & Herts Air Annual donation Chg. No

Ambulance 261 £100

(b) Bank Reconciliation — Balance of Cash Book as at 30/9/25 - £24,725.83

Proposed by Cllr. Jenkins, seconded by ClIr. Pusey to pay all items.
All agreed. RESOLVED

109/2025 Date of Next Meeting

Monday 10" November 2025

The meeting closed at 8.00pm
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